Postnatal development of the human temporomandibular joint. II. A microradiographic study.
Temporomandibular joint specimens from 22 subjects aged 1 month to 23 years were examined microradiographically. There occurred considerable interindividual variations in mineralization of the joints but nevertheless, systematic changes in mineralization were demonstrated during the periods of development and growth. A continuous compact bony layer formed early in the fossa and tubercle while the outer mineralized layer of the condyle consisted of calcified cartilage. A continuous bony layer around the periphery of the condyle was not fully developed before about 20 years of age. Growth of the articular tubercle was characterized by a spongy appearance of the bony layer over the tuberculum up to the end of puberty. No corresponding growth changes could be seen in the fossa. No mineralized parts could be seen in the disk or the fibrous layers of the articular surfaces.